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In The Ambivalent Consumer, Sheldon Garon and Patricia L. Maclachlan bring together an array of scholars
who explore the ambivalence provoked, especially in East and Southeast Asia, by the global spread of
"American" consumer culture. As the world's second-largest economy, Japan has long engaged in a vibrant
consumerism tempered by deeply held beliefs about morality, thrift, community, and national identity. Its
neighbors in East and Southeast Asia-South Korea, China, Malaysia, and Singapore-have likewise anxiously
balanced consumption and saving.

The first comparative volume to examine global phenomena of consumer culture from the perspective of
East Asia, this book analyzes not only the attractions of mass consumption but also the many discontents and
dilemmas that arise from consumerism. Placing Japan and the United States in a transnational context, the
book's contributors find that European countries more closely resemble Japan than they do the United States
in their saving rates, consumption levels, environmental concerns, and discomfort with consumer credit.

The Ambivalent Consumer offers a useful perspective on the political economies of consumption to address
such pressing topics as movements against genetically modified foods; shifting relations among consumers,
producers, and states; the differential influence of gender on consumption; and conflicting consumer
attitudes toward globalization.

Contributors: Takatsugu Akaishi, Nagasaki University; Lizabeth Cohen, Harvard University; Deborah S.
Davis, Yale University; Sheldon Garon, Princeton University; Andrew Gordon, Harvard University; Charles
Yuji Horioka, Osaka University; Patricia L. Maclachlan, University of Texas at Austin; Laura C. Nelson,
California State University, East Bay; Takao Nishimura, Yokohama National University; Jordan Sand,
Georgetown University; Sven Steinmo, University of Colorado at Boulder; Frank Trentmann, Birkbeck
College, University of London; Shunya Yoshimi, Tokyo University
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gray:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Ambivalent Consumer:
Questioning Consumption in East Asia and the West is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lawrence Caulfield:

The book untitled The Ambivalent Consumer: Questioning Consumption in East Asia and the West is the e-
book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Ambivalent
Consumer: Questioning Consumption in East Asia and the West from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Ambivalent Consumer: Questioning Consumption in East Asia and
the West why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Ronald Ruggles:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Ambivalent Consumer: Questioning Consumption in East
Asia and the West was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book which you wanted.
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